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Tabernacle 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches: high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








Telephone Sidney 4237 44 years in the Steamship Business 


H. STRUCKHOFF 
Agent for all Steamship Lines 


Tickets at lowest rates to and from any port in Europe 


Travelers’ checks sold Money transmitted to Europe 
3554 California Avenue St. Louis, Mo. 
On Bellefontaine car line south Passengers rendered every assistance 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads * ‘July, 
25,” your subscription expired with the July, 1925 issue; if ‘‘Aug., 
25,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. 
Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada Ireland and England $1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po® office at Clyde, 
Mo., under the A@ of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of pogtage provided for in section 1103, A& of O&. 3, 1917, author- 
ized, July 17, 1918. 



































Most Wonderful Premium Offer 


Our most wonderful premium ever offered is to 
be a dainty, pearl rosary. This very rosary has been 
sold in department stores, jewelry and religious article 
shops for not less than four dollars each, we are told 
by the firm from which we purchased it. 


It is without an equal for a graduation, wedding or first com- 
munion gift, but will likewise stand every-day wear as well, as it is 


guaranteed for ten years. 


Every woman and child in America would love to 
own this dainty rosary, and every woman and child may 


own it without a cent of expense. 


This precious little pearl rosary will be sent to 
you in a charming azure-colored box, for an ex- 
change almost unbelievable. Our unsurpassingly 
liberal offer is, to give you this beautiful durable 
pearl rosary. for securing only 


Three new subscriptions to 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Take advantage of the offer at once. Ask three 
of your friends to subscribe to our magazine devoted 
to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament, and you 
will soon be the happy possessor of one of these precious 


pearl rosaries. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Feast, August 15th 


The angels rejoice over the Assumption of the Glorious Mother of God, 
exclaiming: “Let us carry her on our hands who, in her Heart, has cher- 
ished every virtue! Let us bear to heaven on our wings her who bore the 
Son of God in her virginal womb!” 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 


Vol. 21 AUGUST, 1925 No. 4 








The Glory of Mary in Heaven 


™ MONG the saintly daughters of St. Francis de 
” Sales who have distinguished themselves by a 
tender devotion to Mary, Jane Benigna Gojos, of 
the convent of the Visitation in Turin, shines 
with charming light. This great soul was, during 
her whole religious life and at her death, a source 
of edification to all her sisters. Mother Gertrude who wrote 
her life, says of her: “She often told me that, since her en- 
trance into the Order, fifty years of religious life, God had 
been the only object of her thoughts, the only love of her 
heart; and that His glory had been the only aim of her 
actions; that she did not think ever to have withstood an 
inspiration of grace; that she had always sought suffering and 
to perfect herself in the pure love of God, by offering herself 
hundreds of times to Divine Justice as a victim, and that she 
had preferred the joy of suffering to the enjoyment of glory.” 

In the month of August, 1647, God visited His spouse 
with a very painful illness. On the 12th of August toward 
noon, she suddenly felt herself ravished in God. Her soul 
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seemed to have been transported into heaven, there to enjoy 
the vision of the Blessed Virgin on her throne of glory. “O 
my God!” she exclaimed, ‘‘who can describe the beauty and 
grandeur of this incomparable Queen! It is of such a nature, 
that the vision of her alone would make a soul happy for 
all eternity. I am not saying too much when I assert that, in 
regard to the Blessed Virgin, St. Paul was right when he said: 
that no human heart can comprehend the joy and glory God 
has prepared for us above; for, the vision of the glorious 
Virgin alone is a happiness which cannot be comprehended. 
I saw this glorious Queen surrounded by a vast multituce of saints 
who, as it were, formed an immense circle of light around 
her throne, and sang thousands of canticles in her honor. The 
sight of these souls seemed to my ravished spirit, to be so 
many Queens of Saba who, in this heavenly Jerusalem praise 
the incomparable Mother of the Eternal Solomon. Each of 
her looks, each of her movements increased the shining glory 
in which I beheld her. 

“Then the sublime Queen of Heaven asked Jesus, her Son, 
for my recovery and the prolongation of my life, and it was 
immediately granted. I must also remark that, when the 
Blessed Virgin asked for my health, she displayed such enchant- 
ing grace, as to inspire me with a total disregard for everything 
attractive in this world, so that, since then I have never seen 
or found anything that seemed agreeable to me or could give 
me even the shadow of pleasure. This vision, moreover, 
inspired me with the greatest confidence in the powerful pro- 
tection of this Mother of Love, seeing the willingness with 
which the petition which she presented in my favor was 
granted, and it showed me her great power, for it seemed she 
commanded rather than asked. 

“Our Lord once requested me to speak of this most chaste 
Virgin in order to promote her honor. I replied: ‘Ah, Lord! 
what can I say that could approach the plenitude of her 
sweetness and glory?” The Divine Savior answered: Relate 
what you have seen. This flowed into my heart through one 
of those intimate words which are sweeter than honey. I will 
then say, my Jesus, that Ihave seen Thy victorious Mother 
in her supreme glory, on a throne above the choirs of 
angels, and that all what is not God and Jesus, is below 
her; that, from Thy wonderful and incomprehensible height, 
Thou lookest down upon her as upon the object of Thy 
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delight, and that she, in part, forms the happiness of all the 
blessed. 

__ “Moreover, thy poor creature must also confess that she 
was given to understand that the sublime greatness of Mary 
and her glorious triumph are founded upon the abyss of her 
humility. Yes, it is her humility which has elevated her above 
all the saints, and even above the seraphim. 

“In conclusion, I believe I can assure that the glory of 
Mary cannot be comprehended here on earth by any soul still 
inhabiting a mortal body, and that this glory were sufficient 
to satisfy and inebriate all the saints with bliss, if they did 
not know God, the essence of their happiness.” 


ne 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 





Pazzi assisted in spirit at the glorious assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. First she beheld the 
choirs of angels ranged about the tomb of the 
Blessed Mother, all thrilled with an indescribable 
joy. Then she saw the Divine Mother of the Redeemer 
majestically coming forth from the tomb and receiving the 
homage of the angelic spirits. At this moment, St. Mary 
Magdalen, in an ecstasy of delight exclaimed: “O Mary! I fear 
my soul must leave the body, even as thy own, for I am not 
yet worthy to follow thee!” 

When, soon after, she saw the Queen of Virgins rising 
toward heaven and heard the melodious song of angels, she 
cried out: “Ah, how sweet are these songs! They rob me of 
consciousness, although I cannot understand nor explain 
them. In substance the meaning seems to be as follows: Let 
us bear her who has borne all human misery; let us carry 
her on our hands who, in her heart, has cherished every 
virtue, and let us bear to heaven on our wings her, who 
bore the Son of God in her womb.” Then, overpowered with 
wonder, the saint repeated nine times the responsory which 
begins thus: O holy and spotless virginity, how can I worthily 
praise thee! And she added: “Does it not seem as if the 
Adorable Trinity had nine times declared her holy, since God 
exalted her above the nine choirs of angels? How wonderful! 
The Eternal Father, although God, draws a poor little creature 
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to Himself with greatest love! It was the love of the Eternal 
Word which prompted Mary to humble herself, and it was 
again the love of the Eternal Word which prompted Him to 
exalt His Mother. The Holy Spirit did not descend with 
greater eagerness to Mary’s chaste womb, there to form the 
Body of Jesus, than He now hastens to receive this admirable 
Woman into heaven...” 


The Beauty of Mary 


THE learned St. Antonin relates in his renowned works 
the story of a youthful religious who was profoundly devoted 
to Mary. He begged her incessantly that she would obtain 
for him the grace to make progress from day to day in the 
knowledge of her perfections and in love for her, and this 
pious practice inflamed his heart with so glowing a desire to 
see the Blessed Virgin that he seemed to be consumed thereby. 
“O amiable Mother! O admirable Mother!” he sighed, “grant 
me for one moment to behold thy incomparable beauty 
which ravishes the heavens.” 

One day he was visited by an angel who promised him 
the fulfilment of his desire, under the condition, however, that 
the“eyes which had once gazed upon Mary should never again 
see anything else. “Oh!” cried the young religious, “I gladly 
consent to remain blind the remaining days of my life, if only 
it is granted me to behold my Heavenly Mother for a few 
moments.” The day was appointed; the religious prepares 
himself and awaits with impatience the happy moment. Mean- 
while he thinks to himself he might save one eye by keeping 
it closed and looking at her with only the other. Suddenly 
the Blessed Virgin appears in such dazzling brightness and 
transcending majesty, that the eye which gazed upon her 
became totally blinded. 

This vision, however, filled him with such sweet and over- 
whelming consolation that, far from lamenting the loss of the 
eye, he only bewailed the misfortune of the other which had 
not seen her.— “Oh, why did I spare the eye, which must 

now behold the unsightly and imperfect things of earth which 
only displease me after having seen such ravishing beauty! 
| O Mother of mercy, forgive the cruelty I practiced toward 
myself by depriving myself of a part of the favor thou wouldst 
show me! Let me see thee once more that I may lose the 
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sight of both eyes; I shall consider myself happy to see noth- 
ing more in this mortal life, after having had the happiness 
of seeing thee.” The Mother of God was so touched by this 
pious and ardent desire of her servant, that she appeared to 
him again in all her splendor; but, far from depriving him of 
the other eye, which he now wished to sacrifice to her, she 
restored his sight completely. Henceforth the religious used 
his sight only to see the perfections of Mary in all things. 


. oe 


Longing for Paradise 


In a girls’ academy in Rome, in the year 1855, there was 
a child of fourteen years of age who displayed extraordinary 
talents of mind and body and who at the same time was 
sincerely pious. On the eve of the feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin, her father told her of the beautiful 
death of a girl, a relative of hers, who in a dream had seen 
her mother glorious and extremely happy in heaven. This 
description sufficed to fill the soul of the dear child with so 
ardent a longing for heaven that, on the following day after 
Holy Communion, she asked the Blessed Virgin with childlike 
fervor for one favor: to die within the octave of her feast and 
enter heaven. Meanwhile Jeanne relied with firm confidence 
on the Blessed Virgin that she would grant her the favor, and 
she was so happy and cheerful that her teachers as well as 
her schoolmates could only wonder. 

On the following day, Jeanne was taken down with a fever. 
She remained so cheerful however, that her nurse asked how 
she could be so joyous amid her suffering. The girl, unable 
to restrain her joy, disclosed to the nurse the petition she had 
addressed to the Queen of Heaven, and the certainty she now 
felt of having been heard: that within the octave of the As- 
sumption she would die and go to heaven. 

On the second day of her illness, Jeanne asked for the 
priest and received Holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction. The 
physicians gave her the best assurances of a speedy recovery. 
But Jeanne said to the superioress of the institution, “In three 
days I shall die and I shall enter paradise. The Blessed Virgin 
has obtained this grace for me. I have deserved to go to 
purgatory first, but I trust the Blessed Virgin will not let me 
remain there long.” So it happened. The child spoke only 
of death and paradise, and on the third day she died. 
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Jesus One with Me 





Communion Thou dost desire to change me into 
Thyself, to transform me wholly into Thee; to 
place Thy Heart on my heart, and fill it with 
holy love so that I may have one soul, one life 
with Thee. All my perfection consists in union 
with Thee, my God. This union means to have but one will 
with God, to will and to do what God wills. By Holy Com- 
munion, Thou dost unite me to Thyself to live in Thee, and 
to do Thy holy will. Thou hast pronounced those blessed 
words: “He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My Blood 
abideth in Me and I in him” (John vi. 57). 
How gracious, how generous art Thou who dost bestow on 
us Thyself as food whereby we are actually incorporated with 
Thy Sacred Flesh which Thou didst assume for love of us! 
Whenever I have the happiness to receive Thee my Savior, 
into my heart, I perceive my soul to be more tenderly attached 
to God, to understand more fully His truths and doctrine 
because my soul is in God and God in my soul, as the fish 
is in the sea and the sea in the fish. Dearest Lord, in Holy 
Communion Thou dost warm my soul with the mild warmth 
of Thy holy love; Thou dost chazge it into Thyself and deify 
it by Thy love. 
As two pieces of wax melted together become one, so by 
Holy Communion I am similarly united with Thee, my Jesus. 
Oh, unutterably precious union! Truly, sweet Jesus, in no 
action of Thine dost Thou appear more tender, more lovable, 
than in annihilating and transforming Thyself into food in 
order to permeate my whole being and unite my heart and 
body most closely with Thee. How ineffably mysterious, 
intimate and complete is the union Thou dost effect in this won- 
derful Sacrament! This is the highest degree of Thy love, O 
Lord and God, that Thou dost give Thyself to me as a 
nourishment to unite me most intimately with Thyself. 
As the branch draws its sap and its life and its verdure 
from the vine to which it is united, so my soul receives her 
{ life, her vigor, her health, her youth and her beauty from union 
with Thee, O Jesus, in Holy Communion. Would that I experi- 
enced such an intense love and desire to be united with Thee, 
dear Lord, in this Holy Sacrament, that with St. Margaret Mary 
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I could say: “I feel so great a desire to receive in Holy Com- 
munion the Heart of my God and the God of my heart, that 
to walk on burning coals in order to communicate would cost 
me less pain than the privation of this Sacred Food.” 

O my soul, art thou able to realize the inestimable value of 
this Sacrament of sacraments, this holy of: holies, this love of 
loves, this treasure above all treasures! 


Joy of Union 


O Holy Communion thou art my hope and my salvation, 
my joy and my life, thou dost make even of this earth a 
paradise. What is it that is most precious, most honored, 
most revered in heaven? It is the Son of the Living God who 
is enthroned upon His throne of glory in the heaven of heav- 
ens. This same God dwells in the Sacred Host and whenever 
I receive the Eucharistic Bread I receive what is most excellent, 
most estimable in heaven and on earth! O marvel of love! O 
mystery worthy of deepest reverence! O inexpressible decree 
of God! O abasement beyond all comprehension! O inscru- 
table goodness! My Creator gives Himself to me as my 
nourishment; the Divine Giver is one with His precious gift! 
As partaker of the Divine Mysteries I am incorporated into 
Thee, beloved Jesus, and Thy Blood flows in my veins! 

Thou whom the angels adore with trembling awe; Thou 
before whom they cover their faces by reason of the dazzling 
splendor emanating from Thy Sacred Person: Thou art my 
Food! With Thee I am united in order henceforth to consti- 
tute with Thee one body and one flesh. Oh, what happiness 
to sit at this royal table, to become filled with the Holy Ghost, 
to be nourished by a food so exquisite of which even the 
seraphim cannot partake! Oh, that I might ever esteem this 
Heavenly Food and in the joy of my heart receive it with 
ravishing love and ardent desire! 


Throne of the Blessed Trinity 


O stupendous greatness of this Divine Mystery! As long 
as the Sacred Species are present, Thou, O Eternal Word 
dost operate in my soul in a wonderful manner and dost dwell 
in me with the Father and the Holy Ghost. As Thou, O 
Eternal Word, art in the bosom of the Father, and the Holy 
Ghost inseparably united with both, so I receive in the 
Sacred Host the entire Blessed Trinity. — Oh, that I ever 
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realize this infinite love and condescension of the Triune God! 

How glorious, how sublime to know that as Thou livest 
by the Father, so in like manner do I live by Thee, by Thy 
Divine Flesh. O gracious Redeemer, I live because Thou 
abidest in me by Thy Fiesh and I abide in Thee. O blessed 
banquet, life-giving Sacrament, wherein my soul truly eats 
Life Itself! By this Divine Food I live in Thee, O Jesus, and 
Thou livest in me. O Divine invention! O inestimable love! 
O priceless gift! My soul praises Thee, my Lord and my 
God! I acknowledge Thy goodness, I extol Thy almighty 
power, I proclaim unceasingly Thy tender mercies! 

O bliss supreme! Beloved Savior, in Holy Communion 
Thou art indeed my hope, my treasure, my love, my God and 
my all! Take full possession of my heart, transform it wholly 
into Thee; I shall be Thine for all eternity. I live, no longer 
I, but Thou livest in me, my Jesus. Claim, then, this poor 
heart of mine as Thy rightful possession; dwell therein and 
confirm it in Thy love. I possess Thee, O Jesus, Thou treasure 
of my heart in whom I possess all things. Oh, never leave 
me! Never permit me to be separated from Thee. 

I have found Thee whom my soul loveth; I hold Thee and 
will not let Thee go until Thou bless me. My Beloved is 
mine, and I am His. I embrace Thee, O Jesus, with all the 
love of my heart, a love most tender, a love most humble. My 
soul magnifieth the Lord and my spirit rejoiceth in God, my 
Savior. Great things hast Thou done to me, whose Name is 
holy. O my love, sweetest Jesus, my poor heart is Thine, no 
longer shall it be mine. Take it wholly for Thine own and 
dwell in it with Thy love. Fill my heart with Thy love; 
henceforth all its desires and affections shall be directed 
towards Thee. 

O Thou fire that always burnest, and art never extin- 
guished, inflame me! O light that ever shinest and art never 
obscured, enlighten me! O holy fire, how pleasantly dost thou 
irradiate, how marvelously dost thou illumine, what unspeak- 
able desires dost thou awaken! Come, teach me to immolate 
myself wholly and joyfully to Thy love. Come and fill me 
with gratitude for the immeasurable bitterness of Thy Passion. 
Come and make me happy and blessed through the unspeak- 
able torments of Thy redeeming death. Enkindle me wholly 
for Thee, and Thee alone. 
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The Centre of Devotion 





The Acta Apostolicae Sedis, in its issue of November, 1923, 
published an indulgence of three hundred days granted by 
Pupe Pius XI on the 15ch of June to all the faithful who, on 
entering a church, go directly to the altar where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament is reserved and there with contrite heart 
adore the Real Presence for at least a short time. 

This gives us occasion to point out the impropriety of 
the custom, favored by many adults and more children, of 
practically ignoring the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar and 
bestowing primary and sometimes exclusive attention on the 
shrines of favorite saints. It makes a decidedly bad impression 
to see crowds of devotees before side altars and statues and 
hardly anybody adoring our Lord behind the Sacramental 
veils. It is worst of all with children, for it easily gives them 
a disproportioned sense of devotion. The invocation of the 
saints is a praiseworthy practice; but it must not be forgotten in 
theory or ignored in practice that it is the Adorable Presence 
of our Lord in the Blessed Eucharist that makes the Catholic 
church the house of God. Devotion to the Holy Eucharist 
is the devotion of all devotions. 

With characteristic wisdom the Holy See has granted this 
special indulgence in order, manifestly, to discourage the un- 
desirable practice of paying more attention to the subsidiary 
shrines than to the altar of the Blessed Sacrament. The Pope, 
it need hardly be said, is not seeking to cast into disfavor any 
approved form of devotion; but he is tactfully reminding us 
all, both young and old, that the Blessed Sacrament should 
have the first place among our devotional practices. It is well 
for teachers to explain to their classes the conditions upon 
which this indulgence may be gained. 

The author of the “Following of Christ” wrote more than 
five hundred years ago; “Many people flock to various places 
to visit the relics of the saints and they listen with wonderment 
to the story of their deeds. They admire the spacious temples 
raised to the honor of those saints and they kiss their sacred 
bones wrapped in silk and shrined in gold. And lo! my God, 
Thou art present here close to me on the altar. Thou the 
Saint of saints, the Creator of all things, Lord of the 
angels... It is a most sorrowful thing that many heed so little 
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this life-giving Mystery which rejoices Heaven and keeps the 
whole world from corruption.” 

Let us honor the saints. They are themselves the greatest 
honor of the human race. But let us bear in mind that the 
best honor we can give them, the honor they wish most to 
receive from us, consists in imitating them in honoring God 
by a holy life, by loving and serving Him and His Holy Mother. 
The Holy Eucharist is, and should ever remain the centre 
of all devotion, the magnet which attracts all souls to Its 
loving adoration. 

; € +€« + 


The’ Most Blessed Sacrament, the Joy and Delight 
of All Youths Who Desire to Become Priests 
According to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 


Continued 


The Sacrifice of Infinite Worth 


HE highest end and-aim, and the most sublime 
task to which a created being can aspire is to 
glorify the Triune God. But infinite honor and 
glory are due to the infinite God, and human 
endeavors suffice not to accomplish this super- 
human task. In the Sacrifice of the Mass, however, 

we possess a sublime, a marvelous means, to glorify God in 

an infinite manner through Jesus Christ. When the Church at 
the sacrificial altar, elevates by the hand of the priest, the 

Lamb of God under the appearance of bread, heaven is 

opened, the celestial court bows down in adoration before the 

Immaculate Lamb which offers Itself to the Eternal Father, and 

in every Holy Mass celebrates mysteries so sublime and 

inexpressible, that human understanding can never comprehend 
them. 

The Eucharistic Sacrifice is the centre of the whole Catholic 
religion, the sun of our faith, but also the source of all blessings 
and salvation, from which the waters of life gush forth con- 
tinually to satisfy superabundantly all the holy desires and 
all supernatural longing which could ever fill the heart of a 
just man. Ah, how few Christians comprehend this great 
fountain of blessings! One Holy Mass glorifies God more 
than a thousand worlds of seraphim. Only a person who 
realizes the value of the Sacrifice of the Mass can form a 
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correct idea of the dignity and sublimity of the priesthood, 
regardless of the number of human imperfections the priest 
might have, for God works through His representative, the 
priest. 

The priest offers this sublime Sacrifice daily, in order daily 
to reconcile erring and sinful mankind with God. He offers 
it to obtain the most precious spiritual gifts, and to avert the 
evils of sin. He stands at the altar of the New Law as Mediator 
between God and man, invested with a dignity which is given 
‘to neither king nor emperor, possessed of a power that is 
denied to the highest of angels. From this it may be easily 
concluded that he who ascends the altar to celebrate these 
awful mysteries, should have attained a high degree of moral 
perfection and virtue. 

O young men, you who wish to become priests, or rather, 
you whom God has called to the sacred priesthood, comprehend 
well the state of life to which you intend to dedicate your- 
selves, and prepare yourselves for it with fear and trembling, 
but also with holy longing. 


The Virtue of Honor for Priest and Aspirant 


The Rev. Vincent Pallotti, who died in the odor of sanctity 
in Rome in 1850, frequently gave retreats to the students of 
the Roman seminary. Each time he forcibly impressed upon 
them the fact that chastity is the fundamental and principal 
virtue of the priest. Again and again he repeated to these fu- 
ture ministers of the sanctuary: “In order to be a priest, three 
things are necessary: First, chastity; second, chastity; third, 
chastity.” 

In regard to this point, even the pagans had preserved the 
right sentiments. They maintained that those persons who in 
some manner occupied the place of mediators between their 
gods and themselves should be chaste; otherwise they could not 
approach the divinities without committing an outrage, nor be 
successful in their intercession for mankind. The ancient 
Romans venerated a goddess, Vesta, and six chosen maidens 
called “Vestal Virgins,” were selected to perform the services 
in her temple. 

It is the will of God that the heart of the priest be 
undefiled, virgin soil, belonging at all times to Him. “Who 
shall ascend unto the mountain (the altar) of the Lord?” asks 
the Psalmist, “or who shall stand in His holy place?” And he 
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replies, “The innocent in hands, and clean of heart” (Ps. xxiii. 
3, 4). True, God is pleased at times to call such to His service 
who must bewail their youthful years as having been lost for 
Him, but as a rule that is not the case. The best preparation 
for the sacerdotal state is, that a youth has preserved his 
innocence with delicate conscientiousness. To preserve this 
glorious virtue, the most effectual means is frequent Holy 
Communion. This is taught by Holy Scripture, this is attested 
by the Fathers of the Church, this is proved by daily experience. 


Daily Communion 


In colleges and houses of study, those youths who receive 
Holy Communion daily are the purest and the most pious. The 
words of our Savior, “Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of 
man and drink His Blood, you shall not have life in you,” is 
applicable especially to young men. The reason so many 
college students lose their innocence is because they do not 
receive Holy Communion frequently. Preservation from 
mortal sin is one of the principal effects of frequent Holy 
Communion. 

Msgr. de Segur says: “The young man, on account of the 
passions of his youthful years, is placed between two things 
of an entirely different nature: the fatal, sensual love of his 
revolting flesh which disgraces and ruins him and the spiritual 
love of the most holy Flesh of Jesus Christ which sanctifies, 
protects and preserves him, and gives him strength to conquer 
the temptation. He must choose: if he does not want to know 
and experience the spiritual love of the most holy Flesh of 
Jesus Christ, he will succumb to the former.” 

After one has reached the age of eighteen, chastity is 
scarcely possible without the sacraments. We must also 
consider, and this is a great consolation, that the pure, sinless 
Flesh of the Redeemer given to us by Mary, the most pure 
and immaculate Virgin, not only imparts sanctity to us in 
Holy Communion, but it is also a remedy for the body, cooling 
and mitigating the sting of the flesh of which St. Paul 
complained. A young man who does not receive Holy Com- 
munion frequently, is in danger of falling into the abyss of 
impurity, especially into those secret sins by which numberless. 
youths are ruined and dishonored. 

The devastation of these sins in our time is frightful. They 
rob youths of many graces. St. Thomas says that the 
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demon rejoices when a young person falls into these sins, because 
he seldom frees himself from them. Like a serpent, Satan coils 
about his prey. Oh, how many have lost their vocation to the 
holy priesthood on account of sinking into these sins! They 
had been destined to shine like stars in the kingdom of God, 
and now they are outcasts. A strong, courageous will is 
required to raise them out of this abyss. Frequent Communion 
with fervent prayer is the only remedy. 

St. Philip Neri gave the advice to a student to go to 
confession after every relapse into this sin and then to receive 
Holy Communion the next morning. Accordingly, the youth 
went to confession and Holy Communion thirteen days in 
succession. After that he was victorious, and God called him 
to the religious state. Many persons have had similar experi- 
ences. How great are not the dangers which surround students 
at colleges and universities. The world is, as it were, a real 
system of temptation. It is almost a miracle if a young man 
preserves his innocence and purity stainless. 

To our days may be applied what Tacitus said of his 
time: “Corrumpere et corrumpi saeculum vocatur — Our time is 
to corrupt and to be corrupted.” Are not these words well 
suited for this our age, especially in cities? Only the youth 
who receives Holy Communion frequently will save himself 
from this general ruin. 

St. Charles Borromeo fully realized this truth when at the 
age of sixteen he entered the university of Pavia. Great was 
the number of students who there flocked together from 
every country, but great, also, was the moral corruption, which 
like an epidemic spread among them. “From all sides, at all 
hours, in all places, newcomers were assailed,” writes a 
historian. Nevertheless, Charles remained pure. When asked 
how this was possible, he replied, “Weekly Holy Communion 
preserved me from this contagion.” At that time, frequent 
Communion was very rare. What a privilege for the students 
of our days, who are permitted to approach the Holy Table 
daily! 


Satan’s Wicked Designs 


Happy the young man who appreciates daily Communion. 
Therein he possesses the weapon against all his enemies from 
within and without. Satan tries his utmost to keep souls away 
from Holy Communion. He does all in his power to rob youths 
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of the pearl of chastity; he realizes its exceedingly great value 
and its irreparable loss. Especially those whom God calls to 
the priesthood, does he try to rob of this virtue. God has 
attached wonderful graces to the victory over these tempta- 
tions. These victories are the seeds from which spring forth 
great saints, as exemplified in the case of a St. Benedict, a 
St. Francis, a St. Bernard, a St. Thomas of Aquin and so 
many others. 

For no class of persons is frequent Holy Communion 
more necessary than for young men whom God has called 
to the priesthood. Ah, that all might make good use of this 
heavenly means of protection against sin; they would then 
truly become priests of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Young 
men who have the great misfortune to lose their innocence 
and to be seized by the pest of impurity, can be healed of 
their dreadful spiritual illness only by the heavenly medicine 
of frequent Holy Communion. Through Holy Communion all 
that is lost can be regained; but a strong, courageous’ will is 
needed to arise from the fall and conquer this passion. 

Young men, you who desire to become priests, come to 
the source of all sanctity, come to the Eternal High Priest in 
the Blessed Sacrament; He will impart to you His spirit and 
will make of you priests of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


A College Where Religion and Science Blend 


In connection herewith, we again call the attention of par- 
ents to the educational institution at Conception, Missouri. This 
college affords to students every opportunity to apply them- 
selves with zeal to their studies, as well as to practice fervent 
piety, by the frequent, even daily reception of Holy Communion, 
and by assisting at the sublime services in the Abbey Church 
of the Benedictine Fathers. A priest must love the sanctuary 
and must have taste and understanding for the Divine Liturgy. 
If during the years of his education he lives in such an atmos- 
phere he will imbibe this spirit, which will be of incalculable 
benefit to him throughout his priestly career. More beautiful 
and more impressive services than at the Abbey Church of 
Conception cannot easily be found elsewhere. 


For information and catalog, address: 


The Reverend Rector, Conception College 
Conception, Missouri 
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Enthronement in the Home 





“3 HE work of the Enthronement seeks to set up in 
ae Pewe every home the pure, simple and living devotion to- 
sty am the Sacred Heart of Jesus which has been handed 
" down to us from the revelations of St. Margaret 
Mary, and such as the Church has sealed with 
her supreme authority. The object of the Enthronement is. 
to introduce the Sacred Heart into every family; to set up 
in the place of honur in every household a representation of 
the Divine Heart in recognition of the supreme rights of Jesus 
Christ over the family as a whole, and over every one of its 
members. From the Enthronement flow many practices which 
keep alive the spirit of faith and love in the family. Among 
these practices of piety to be recommended are: — 

Prayers in common before an image of the Sacred Heart, 
frequent Holy Communion, the Holy Hour devotion. Families 
imbued with the true spirit of the Eathronement will have 
recourse to the Sacred Heart for all graces, will ask Him to 
bless every family joy and alleviate every sorrow. 

Our most merciful God has promised that, being the 
“Source of all Good,” He would shower His blessings abun- 
dantly on every place where an image of His Sacred Heart 
should be exposed and venerated. The Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart in the home seeks to realize this promise of our 
Savior to St. Margaret Mary. Jesus likewise declared, “I will 
reign in spite of My enemies and those who oppose Me.” Our 
Lord will reign, but His dominion must begin in the home: 
the cell of society must be the first living throne of the King 
of Love. It is by family life that one can judge the standard of 
a nation. The nation is worth what the family is worth. 

A prominent convert once said to Father Matheo: “You 
can never exaggerate the importance of the crusade of the 
Enthronement which you are preaching. The world aims at 
one thing: to de-Christianize family life. Catholics may have 
their chapels, churches and cathedrals, but these will gradually 
decay if the family is perverted.” 

The family is the temple of temples. It is not the temples 
of stone, not the magnificent churches which will save the 
world; no, it is the Christian family. The family is the source 
of life, the child’s first school. If the source of national life 
is poisoned, the nation will perish. 
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We must aim to animate families with faith and love of 
the Sacred Heart. The Enthronement is our Lord coming to 
claim His place in the home, just as long ago, He went to 
Bethany to Lazarus, Mary and Martha to seek hospitality. He 
claims the place of honor for He is King. He claims, likewise, 
an intimate place, for He is Friend, and it is by His Heart 
and His love that He desires to reign. 

It is important that the home should be what Almighty 
God intended it: a place blessed by Him, a sanctuary where 
the spirit of Christ dwells and where the children are taught 
by word and example to love God above all things and their 
neighbor for His sake. It is from such families that we may 
expect religious vocations. 

A young mother who, for some years has been trying to 
bring into her home the spirit of the Enthronement, describes 
the results: — Her second child she consecrated to the Sacred 
Heart even before its birth. On the day of its baptism, she 
dedicated it to the Sacred Heart and the Blessed Virgin, and 
at the foot of the little one’s cradle she hung a picture of the 
Sacred Heart that the child’s eyes might often rest upon it. 
When she comes from Holy Communion, her first act on re- 
turning home is to kiss her little one, and the child now runs 
with outstretched arms to receive this “Kiss of Jesus” as she 
calls it. The mother notices a most striking difference between 
her first child who is boisterous, self-willed, and not at all 
inclined to piety, and her second little girl who loves to pray 
and seems drawn to good. — Such is the reward of mothers 
who let their whole life be animated by Faith and the spirit 
of the Sacred Heart. The Enthronement not only has worked 
marvelous conversions in worldly families, but it likewise 
produces rare examples of holiness. 

Oh, that parents would realize the immense power they 
possess for moulding the character and shaping the future of 
their children! We behold the fruits of sanctity from a priv- 
ileged home in Lisieux, France. Of nine children born to the 
pious father and mother of the “Little Flower,” four died in 
infancy, and the five remaining daughters consecrated them- 
selves to God in religion. Teresa, the youngest of this priv- 
ileged family, we now call “Saint.” 

Many a priest, many a religious can look back to his 
early years and say with gratitude that it was to the watch- 
ful care of his parents, to their example and holy lives that 
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he owes the happiness of his sacred calling. God held the 
place of honor in his home: the image of His priestly Heart 
was ever before the childish eyes; the Names of Jesus and 
Mary were the first he learned to lisp. The story of our Lord’s 
life and sufferings, the works of God’s saints, were told the 
child as he sat on his mother’s knee, and his mother’s hands 
held his while he lisped his baby prayers. That same influence 
guided him through the critical years of youth, until, when 
God’s call came, he answered with generosity. His home had 
been his best preparation for the Master’s service. 


The Children’s Apostolate 


Our magazine is read by many school children. Teachers 
order it in lots and distribute “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
among their pupils for class reading. How much all our 
student-readers could do to bring the spirit of the Sacred 
Heart into their homes! They could tell their parents about 
the Enthronement, ask to have the Sacred Heart given the 
place of honor in their homes. They could put a picture of 
the Sacred Heart on the cradle of their little brothers and 
sisters. Many parents have learned of the Enthronement 
through their children. Happy are those homes where the 
Sacred Heart reigns as King and Friend and Consoler. 


+ + + 
More Prayer! 


Pray before Important Undertakings 


} ica, had irieo in vain to find some one who 
1 would defray the expenses of a voyage across 
"| the Atlantic Ocean. His native city Genoa 
| refused to listen to him, likewise the kings of 
Portugal and of Spain. Finallv he took refuge 
to prayer. Before an image ot the Mother ot God at Seville, he 
prayed incessantly for God’s assistance. In answer to his 
petition, God inspired Queen Isabella of Castile to furnish him 
with the necessary means, and in August, 1492, Columbus set 
sail with three ships on his voyage of discuvery. Ir is God 
who prospers the work. Everything depends on God’s blessing. 
David says: “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it. Except the Lord keep the city, he watcheth 
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in vain that keepeth it” (Ps. cxxvi. 1). Tobias, too, admonishes 
his son, “Desire of God that He direct thy ways” (Tob. iv. 20). 

Christ prayed before He selected His apostles, before He 
raised Lazarus to life and before He entered upon His Passion 
on Holy Thursday. The apostles prayed before they elected 
Matthias; Peter prayed before he raised Tabitha to life. Saint 
Jerome even admonishes: “When we go out we should arm 
ourselves with prayer, and when we return we should not sit 
down until we have prayed.” If we begin our work without 
God, we shall fare as the people who built the Tower of 
Babel: we shall easily grow confused and accomplish nothing. 
He who begins his undertakings without God is like a soldier 
who goes to battle without weapons. Therefore, begin your 
work with God. If you begin your work with prayer, it is 
already half done. St. Benedict in his Holy Rule admonishes 
his spiritual children: “In the first place beg of Him by most 
earnest prayer to perfect whatever good work thou dost begin.” 

How readily God helps those who begin anything in His 
Name is shown by the victory of David over Goliath. Before 
the encounter David addressed Goliath: “Thou comest to me 
with a sword and with a spear and with a shield; but I come 
to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, which thou hast defied” (1 Kings xvii. 45). 
Hence David’s strength lay in his trust in God whom he had 
invoked for help. 


Students Should Pray 


It is especially those who study who should put much 
stress on prayer. A priest once asked one of his former pupils 
how he was succeeding in school. The student answered, “Very 
poorly. I study hard, but in spite of all I make poor grades.” 
The priest gave him this advice: “Study a quarter of an hour 
less a day, and instead, pray to Our Lady of Perpetual Help.” 
The student followed this advice and he quickly experienced 
remarkable help. After a few weeks he had no complaints to 
make. Everything seemed easier to him, and he also received 
good grades. 

A little lad could not memorize the answers of the cate- 
chism. Priest and parents had tried in vain to help him. One 
day the priest said, “Freddie, did you ever ask the poor souls 
to help you?” 

“No, Father.” 
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“Well, Freddie, from now on you say a devout Our Father 
and Hail Mary every morning and evening for the poor souls, 
and tell them to help you.” The little boy obeyed and from 
that day forward Freddie knew his catechism as well as any 
child in the class. 

Our good God finds His delight in exalting the humble 
and pious, and in blessing their labors; on the other hand, He 
humbles the proud who trust in their own strength and wis- 
dom, and withdraws His blessing from them. 


a Bee 


St. Clara, Foundress of the Order of Poor Clares 
Feast, August 12th 





| LARA, the daughter of wealthy, noble parents, 
/ was born in Assisi, Italy. Her pious mother reared 
i her in the fear of God, and Clara, at an early age, 
#4 offered her pure heart to her Divine Savior. When 

her parents wished to give her in marriage, she 

prayed to God incessantly for enlightenment. God directed 
her to St. Francis who, even at that time, was renowned for 
sanctity. His words made so deep an impression upon Clara’s 
heart that, on the spot, she resolved to forsake the world and 
give herself entirely to God. She left her parental home, joined 
several other maidens who were of the same frame of mind, 
and hastened to the convent of Portiuncula, where she made 
the three religious vows into the hands of St. Francis. In 
exchange for her fine, rich apparel, she received a coarse 
habit; and imitating her spiritual Father Francis, she practiced 
the most austere poverty. As superioress of the little convent 
at St. Damian, she acted as the servant of all the sisters. 
Prayer was the respiration of her soul... The place she loved 
best was the altar where Jesus, the delight of her heart, 
reposed. There, prostrate upon the ground, she spent hours 
in fervent prayer. Holy Communion was her bliss on earth. 
As long as her strength permitted, one of her dearest 
occupations was to clean the church, decorate the altars, and 
care for the sanctuary lamp. During her long illness she still 
found strength, sitting in bed and propped up with pillows, to 
spin and sew. Sometimes she stitched vestments for priests, 
again she would make corporals or purificators for the chalice. 
Much as she loved poverty for herself and her convent, just 











Saint Clara Receiving the Habit of Poverty 
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so much did she strive to honor her Divine Bridegroom in the 
Sacrament of His Love by all possible outward splendor of 
His altars. Most frequently she spun linen of extraordinarily 
fine texture, and made corporals of it, which she sent to 
the churches of Spoleto and the vicinity, that had been 
devastated by the wild hordes of the Saracens. 


*“T Will Always Protect You”’ 


These hordes, summoned by Frederick II, had fallen upon 
the valley of Spoleto which had remained faithful to the Pope. 
One day a troop, reveling in blood and pleasures, spied the 
convent of St. Clara and proposed to lay siege to it. Accord- 
ingly, they climbed the surrounding walls and breastworks. At 
the first sound of attack, the alarmed nuns hastened to their 
sick Mother Clara. But she, forgetting her sufferings, reas- 
sured them: “Fear not my dearest daughters; trust in Jesus 
Christ; He will save you.” Then she requested that she be 
led to the convent portal, and that the Blessed Sacrament 
should be carried thither as a powerful shield and sure pro- 
tection. Amid tears she turns to our Lord and prays: “O 
Lord Jesus, look with mercy upon Thy humble handmaids. 
Keep in all purity, those who are consecrated to Thee. Deliver 
not to the wild beasts, the souls who confess Thy Name, but 
preserve them whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy Precious 
Blood.” She was still praying, when the sweet, silvery voice 
of a little Child was heard from the Blessed Sacrament: 
“Yes; I will always protect you.” At the same time, the saint 
received the assurance that through God’s protection and her 
prayers the city would be defended, though it would indeed, 
suffer much. And now the saint takes the Blessed Sacrament, 
and standing forth upon the walls, shows It to the unbelievers. 
The bloodthirsty pillagers are seized with a sudden fear and 
take flight. In a few moments the place is cleared and Assisi 
is saved. The ivory, silver-encased vase in which the Blessed 
Sacrament was then reserved, and with which St. Clara met 
the Saracens, is still preserved in the convent of St. Damian. 

Scarcely had the inhabitants of the valley of Spoleto 
recovered from their fright, when Vitalis Aversa, general 
under Emperor Frederick appeared with an army before the 
city, devastated the vicinity and declared he would not retreat 
until the city had surrendered. Again Clara assembled her 
nuns and said: “Behold the imminent danger which threatens 
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Assisi. You know what this city does for us day by day. It 
is therefore just that we take part in her defence. It were 
godless were we not to help our city as much as we are able 
in this great need.” Then she asks a nun to bring some 
ashes, sprinkles it upon her own head and upon those of her 
sisters, and says, “Go now, my daughters, and present your- 
selves in this condition before our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. Cast yourselves down before Him 
and conjure Him to deliver your countrymen.” They obeyed. 
Clara is the first to prostrate; her pious sisters follow her 
example; all mingle their tears and sighs with hers. During 
that same night the hostile army was scattered and forced 
to retreat. 

Saint Clara spent nineteen years more in the exercises of 
piety, mortification and Christian charity. She was accustomed 
to say: “People consider us very poor. My God! how can a 
heart which possesses Thee be called poor!” When she was 
dying, Holy Viaticum was brought to her. On the same day 
she was visited by Pope Innocent IV, who gave her the 
Apostolic Benediction. The dying saint then exhorted her 
sisters: “Thank the Lord for His mercy that I was permitted 
to receive my God, and was visited by the Vicar of Christ!” 
She died on the 11th of August, 1253, and was canonized two 
years later. 

« + + 


St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 


Continued 





We eGa E have seen how ardently St. Gabriel loved his 
\\ Sy; Heavenly Mother, and how much he was loved 
‘as oF by her in return; but all that has hitherto been 
3V/ IM said of his tender devotion to Mary is only a part 
of that which still remains to be told — the essence 
and spirit of his devotion. -It would be a mistake to assume 
that his love for Mary consisted only in tender and sweet 
feelings; no, it was a manly, sacrificial love; a love, not so 
much of feeling as of deed and sacrifice — a heroic love. We 
will now consider it also in this aspect. 
“Gabriel’s veneration of Mary,” testifies his spiritual 
director, “urged him to indefatigable and ever increasing zeal 
to remove from his interior and exterior life everything that 
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could be displeasing to the Blessed Virgin. It encouraged him 
to imitate her virtues, to work and suffer for love of her in 
order to become ever more pleasing to her. In this he would 
not let himself be intimidated, neither by hindrances nor 
sacrifices. The hindrances he energetically put aside, while 
the sacrifices he magnanimously took upon himself.” 

_A confrere of the saint says: “If I would describe the love 
and veneration of our Gabriel in a few words, I need only say 
that, during his whole religious life, his heart was an altar 
upon which he constantly immolated himself, and from which 
the fragrant incense of his veneration incessantly ascended to 
the throne of his Heavenly Queen.” 

One of the principles St. Gabriel had laid down for himself 
was: “No day shall pass, on which I shall not deck the virginal 
brow of my beloved Mother with some blessoms of virtue.” 
In these endeavors to mortify himself for Mary’s sake, he 
made use of admirable mears: he mortified his curiosity, even 
denying himself to look at innocent objects; he bridled his 
senses in order to protect himself against distractions; he 
constantlv kept his inclinations and feelings under control. All 
these little victories which he gained on the spiritual battlefield 
had the one end and aim of procuring for himself the good 
p'easure of Mary. He had, moreover, made the resolution, 
never to refuse anything within his power to give, that was 
asked of him in the name and for the love of Mary. When 
anything was disagreeable to him, or even if he knew it would 
prove actually injurious, he would, nevertheless, do it even with 
joy when there was question of his Heavenly Mother. This 
was manifested especially during the last days of his illness 
when he had lost all appetite and neither could nor wished to 
take any nourishment. If the Brother infirmarian would coax 
him with the words, “Take just one more swallow for the love 
of Mary,” Gabriel would immediately raise himself in bed and 
in the most amiable way take what was offered to him, though 
he experienced the greatest distaste for it. “When he heard 
the name of his Heavenly Mother,” relates the infirmarian, “he 
took without a moment’s hesitation what was given to him, 
although, he knew well that he would not be able to retain 
anything.” This happened more than once. . 

To please Mary, Gabriel fully renounced his own opinion 
and his own will; he submitted to everyone, whoever it might 
be. Inconveniences and disagreeable things he learned to 
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endure with joy; annoying temptations he met with firmness 
and confidence; in fine, he took pains, as far as in him lay, to 
form the image of Jesus in his soul for the love of Mary. “I 
do not know,” remarks Reverend Norbert, whether his com- 
panions in religion noticed that he was very fond of fruit, for 
the spirit of mortification controlled the natural inclinations of 
the servant of God so completely that the opposite virtues 
seemed natural and a matter of course in him. It was just 
this delicacy which served Gabriel as a means to honor the 
Blessed Virgin by praiseworthy acts of mortification. When 
fresh fruit was served for the first time in the season, he would 
pass it on asa sacrifice to the Heavenly Mother. This same 
mortification he practiced on the eves of Our Lady’s festivals. 

How pleasing this tender devotion to Mary was to our 
Divine Lord, is evident from the displeasure occasioned thereby 
to the enemy of all good, and from his efforts to oppose it. 
He placed all kinds of difficulties in the way, annoyed him 
with intrigues and counsels. When he failed to attain his 
object, the demon passed over to open assaults, and actually 
raged against Gabriel and his devotion to Mary. Especially 
during the last years of Gabriel’s life, the attacks of the hellish 
dragon were fearful. Quite unexpectedly and with great 
violence, the tempter attacked him and whispered to him such 
horrible insults, shameful invectives and blasphemies against 
Mary, that the poor youth shuddered and trembled from head 
to foot and suffered untold anguish. But Gabriel lost none of 
his self-control nor his usual presence of mind. He redoubled 
his affections of love toward his Heavenly Mistress, invoked 
her with fervor and confidence and never grew weary of 
praising and blessing her. In this way he conquered Satan, and 
frustrated all his attacks, turning them to the great profit of 
his own soul. “The last assault,” writes his confessor, “took 
place a few months before his death, and was so unusually 
violent and terrible, that it cannot be compared to any of 
the foregoing.” 

ae we 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary. In clear, simple language, “True Devotion 
to Mary” is explained and practices in honor of the Blessed Virgin described in 
this booklet. 10 cts. each. 





REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 


Se a 
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Let Us Aid—the Need is Urgent 


The canonization of St. John Eudes on May 31, of this year, 
brings to the attention of the public the great work carried on 
by his spiritual daughters known as the Religious of the Good 
Shepherd. Among the various religious Congregations of wom- 
en, few devote themselves to a more sacrificial life than the 
Good Shepherd nuns. Their work is to perpetuate the example 
of the Divine Good Shepherd by stretching out their hands to 
uplift the fallen sheep, and carry them back to the Master’s fold. 
Communities of the Good Shepherd exist in all the large cities 
of European countries, and in the United States alone there are 
over fifty Convents, all refuges for the wayward and the poor. 


Our country owes a debt of gratitude to these religious. 
They have influence for good over the youthful hearts, and he 
who has the youth has the nation. A community of these 
Good Shepherds near New York City, have for many years dwelt 
in a frame building, and have endured numberless privations in 
order to enable them at their own sacrifice, to care for the 
many girls committed to their charge. This community is now 
pressed by most urgent need to erect necessary buildings. The 
construction of the building has begun, — a very simple brick 
structure— but the Sisters are badly in need of funds as build- 
ing is so expensive in our days. 


We most earnestly recommend this act of charity to our 
dear readers, especially to those blessed with temporal goods. 
Let us help this community so they may be able to complete 
their building by fall. The Good Shepherd Order has always 
had, and has at present, holy souls who will obtain great graces 
for their generous, though hidden benefactors. Every donor 
may be assured of the prayers of these devoted and grateful 
religious. Donations may be sent direct to: — 


Rev. Mother of St. Raymond, R.G.S. 
Convent of the Good Shepherd, 
Mount Florence, Peekskill, New York. 


Or any contributions for this purpose will be cheerfully forwarded to the Good 
Shepherds at Peekskill, New York, if sent to: — 


Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., or 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 





Clyde, Missouri 
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For Your Daughter 


Realizing the dangers to which their daughters are exposed in 
attending day-schools, many parents are most anxious to place 
their daughters in a select Convent boarding school for their 
education. In such an institution, they are safeguarded from 
harmful influence, receive a solid religious training and a thorough 
knowledge of the sciences. 


St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
is a sacred labor. Intellectual education is good, moral education 
is better, but deep religious education is the highest, a truly Di- 
vine work, which is most noble and elevating. 


The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 


For information, address: The Sister Directress 
St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 
+ + + 


Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





 N the 13th century in which St. Anthony lived, Holy 
Church achieved her greatest interior and exterior 
triumphs. Her boundaries were extended to all 
lands, even to the most barbarous nations. Great 
crimes, however, as well as great virtues were 
characteristic of that age. In Italy especially, a number of 
tyrants had arisen who assumed unlimited sovereignty and 
power over entire cities and countries. 

Chief among these tyrants was Ezzelin. Repeated warnings 
and most just rebukes from the Pope made no impression upon 
him. Finally, when the Pope pronounced the bann of excom- 
munication against him, Ezzelin took occasion therefrom to 
plunder the churches and expel the ministers of the sanctuary. 
It needed great courage and heroic contempt of death to 
oppose such a tyrant. Many who had sought a compromise 
with him had paid for their audacity with their life. But 
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Anthony knew no fear. In 1227 and 1228 when Anthony 
preached the Lenten sermons in Padua, he beheld the untold 
sufferings of the people and was moved to deepest compassion. 
He likewise saw that this bloodthirsty tyrant threatened to 
destroy all the fruits of his apostolic labors. 

When Ezzelin was in Bassano, Anthony went thither. 
Fearlessly he made his way through the rude soldiery and 
boldly stepped before the awe-inspiring tyrant. He chided 
him with severity, reproached him for his vices and cruelties, 
and threatened him with the rigor of Divine Justice if he would 
not wash his hands of innocent blood, and practice works of 
justice. 

While Anthony was speaking with apostolic freedom, 
burning with a Divine zeal, and yet full of tenderness toward 
the unhappy erring one, Ezzelin stood humbled and ashamed. 
His associates expected their leader to fly into a fit of violent 
rage and consign the poor monk to instant death; but to their 
utter amazement, the haughty tyrant was suddenly trans- 
formed into a lamb. After Anthony’s departure, the soldiers 
asked Ezzelin why he permitted such audacity to go unpunished. 

“Believe me”, answered Ezzelin, “when that Brother An- ~ 
thony spoke to me, I saw so radiant a light issue from his 
countenance that I was filled with fear and reverence. I 
experienced something quite extraordinary, which forced me 
to take my girdle from my waist, tie it about my neck, and 
cast myself at his feet like a poor sinner. And I tell you, at 
that moment I would have done anything Anthony had com- 
manded me.” 

But as is often the case with such sinners, the fear of God’s 
punishments vanished, and Ezzelin soon forgot his resolutions. 
He felt ashamed of the humiliation to which he had been 
subjected by Anthony, and sought revenge. He imputed all 
of Anthony’s works to selfish motives, and determined to make 
a test. Through his vassels, he sent a gift of great value to 
the saint, instructing them to present it with utmost friendli- 
ness. If he should accept the gift, they should slay him on 
the spot. If he should refuse it, or disdainfully reject it, they 
should calmly take the rebuke and return. 

Accordingly, the servants went to St. Anthony and ad- 
dressed him respectfully with the words: “Most Reverend 
Father! Ezzelin, the Roman, begs you to accept this gift from 
him as your spiritual son, as a token of his devotedness, and 
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as a reminder to you to pray to God for him.” Seized with 
holy anger, Anthony rejected the proferred gift, declaring he 
wished to have no part in the unjust goods secured through 
robbery and murder. He commanded them to depart im- 
mediately so as not to desecrate the house by their presence. 
Ashamed and confounded, the servants returned to their 
master. “It is clear,” said Ezzelin, “that he is a man of God. 
Let him be; he may say what he pleases.” Thus, the wicked 
tyrant, though not converted, was forced to admire and testify 
to the sanctity of St. Anthony. 


DETROIT: “Sometime ago a friend of mine who learned that we were try- 
ing to sell some property, told me if I promised a certain amount for St. Anthony’s 
poor, she was sure we would be able to sell sooner. I followed her advice, and 
on the very same day that I made the promise, our home was sold, so I dm now 
sending $50.00.” 


WASHINGTON: “In fulfilment of a promise made to St. Anthony 
; for bread for the poor, I enclose this check for—. This is in grati- 

tude for the conversion of my aged father who had been away from 
church nearly fifty years... It was the first great favor I have ever 
asked of dear St. Anthony, and wasn’t ita most wonderful miracle?” 


NEW YORK: “Dear Sisters, Enclosed find $5.00 as St. Anthony's bread 
for the poor sisters and priests. I promised this if I would find a residence, and, O 
wonder, I found one so quickly, and near a St. Joseph’s church, at that. Thanks 
to St. Anthony.”’ 


CANADA: “Enclosed find an alms for the suffering poor in Germany, 
in thanksgiving for a number of favors received through the intercession of 
St. Anthony. One favor obtained is my cure. I had been suffering for five 
years with backache, which tortured me fearfully, especially during the night, 
so that I seldom slept well. My mother who has great confidence in St. An- 
thony advised me to make a novena. We began the novena and now for two 
weeks I have had no pain in my back. Disheartened as I had been, just so 
happy am I now, and I have promised to propagate the devotion to this great 
' saint as much as I can, that others, too, may be helped by his intercession.” 


Food and Money Fail 


Reverend and dearest Father Lukas, Carmel, Gmunden, June 24, 1925. 
With deeply moved heart, I come to thank you, Reverend Father, 

and to ask, how did you know of our sore need of money? This generous 
alms came quite opportunely and unexpectedly from the inexhaustible 
® Heart of our Good Samaritan. Did our Eucharistic Lord inspire you? It 
wason Monday, June 15th, when your precious letter arrived. Your Reverence 

has no idea what a day of joy it is whenever we receive a little letter from 

you. We had no money whatever; the treasury was completely empty, and 

withal, there were several big bills to be paid which could not be postponed. 

Searcity of money is great in our convent. The sisters’ doweries and the 
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capital on which we formerly lived have become absolutely worthless. Taxes 
and expenses are high; and this year, our Heavenly Father gives us no fruit; 
no apples, no pears, only some peaches. That will make our religious fast 
difficult which lasts from the 14th of September until Easter. During this 
time the sisters have only soup and a little fruit for supper. Fruit is scarce 
everywhere this year and will therefore be very expensive, but Divine Provi- 
dence will find means. .... S. M. A. 


Reverend and dear Father Lukas, Munich, June 29, 1925. 

It is a long time since I knocked at the door of your charity, and 
surely, you will not take it ill if I venture to do so again. My dear poor 
people call out to you: ‘‘O Rev. Father Lukas, do not, oh, do not forsake 
us! We will be left to starve if we receive no aid. We have lost our 
possessions, lost them irretrievably. In consequence of the awful 
privations during and after the war, we have become weak, so weak 
that we cannot possibly earn our bread. . .’’ 


Rev. Father, you may believe me that I would not molest you again 
were this appeal not justified. Just lately I received a letter from one 
of my charges, a poor old lady, starved to a skeleton, suffering. much 
with her chest, and a cataract on both eyes. She begged me for an alms 
to buy a certain salve for her poor limb which bleeds with open wounds 
when she has none of this salve to use. And oh! I was compelled to 
answer that I could not help her this time. Ah, how that wounds a 
priest’s heart! I am myself in so great need at present that I incurred 
some debts, and now I am forced to give up the little room I have 
occupied for the past two years, simply because I cannot pay. I pray 
continually that God may let me find a cheaper room here, for what 
would become of my poor if I were to go away? They look so trustfully 
up to me since I have helped them for years, for I have found generous 
hearts in foreign countries who have assisted me, otherwise it would 
have been impossible for me to help. 


We priests know best how great the need still is among us. Yes, 
the need is rather increasing than decreasing, because the prices are 
ever rising, and those who formerly had means have now become 
destitute. I entreat the Sacred Heart of Jesus, that, through the 
intercession of the Little Flower, It may touch the hearts of generous 
Americans... 


Would it not be possible for you to spare me a few Mass stipends? 
You may be assured of my gratitude during the Holy Sacrifice. Anda 
little, little alms for my poor: the aged, the weak and the shame-stricken 
poor, who cannot help themselves at all under the difficult circum- 
stances that now prevail. The Heart of Jesus which will not be outdone 
in generosity, will reward you and the benefactors. In the firm confi 
dence not to have asked amiss, I am in sincere respect, 


Your most humble, Father J. W. 


Reverend and dear provident Father, Carmel, Dueren, June, 1925. 

We know not with what words to express our heartfelt gratitude. 
What a joyful surprise you have given us by your truly paternal goodness! Our 
dear Mother Prioress was full of anxiety. Our supply of rice was exhausted; the 
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condensed milk you last sent had been all used; the flour sack was empty ... Our 
good Sister Anna who is in charge of the kitchen had just said: “Mother, the jar 
of lard is empty; we have none whatever.” — Ven. Mother Prioress replied : “Child, 
go and tell our dear holy Father St. Joseph; he will provide.” — Within a short 
time your generous gift arrived, supplying us anew with everything that was 
wanting. Our good Father St. Joseph has sent this through your paternal hand. 
We find no words to express our thanks and joy. We can only praise God and 
beg him to bless you and all the faithful benefactors. 

Our lay sisters who are truly holy, sacrificial souls, have a little statue of 
St. Joseph in the kitchen. It is always adorned with fresh flowers. Around his 
neck hangs a little paper ship, for the cooks know very well that the best gifts 
come from across the ocean from our provident Father in Clyde ... Whenever 
something is wanting in the kitchen, they write a little letter and place it into St. 
Joseph’s ship. This they had done before the last shipment of food reached us... 
The good sisters were overjoyed, and with childlike simplicity showed everything 
in the boxes to St. Joseph. - May our holy guardian angels bear o-r thanks to 
you and to all the noble donors across the ocean. During the month of June, all 
our prayers and penances will be offered for you and our American benefactors. 


Most gratefully yours in our Lord, Sr. M. A. 


Continue the Noble Work 


Great need still prevails among the clergy and religious orders in many 
parts of Central Europe. The Bishops, especially of Osnabruck, Meissen, 
‘Fulda, Mainz and Breslau (perhaps the largest diocese in the world), ur- 
gently appeal for American Mass stipends for their needy priests. Many 
of them have a small income and can barely buy Mass wine and candles. 


Dear readers, grow not weary in helping the poor priests and religious 
orders by American Mass stipends. Let your heart be touched with com- 
passion at their need. Remember the inestimable advantages you your- 
self derive from these Holy Masses. Let this urge you to have Holy 
Masses offered, many Holy Masses: in honor of the Sacred Heart, of the 
Blessed Virgin, for the consolation of the Poor Souls, and for your own 
numerous intentions. Mass stipends will be promptly forwarded to Bishops 
and Superiors of religious orders in Central Europe, if sent to: 


Rev. P. Lukas, O.S. B. or 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Jesus, Joy of My Heart 
Contents: Come, O Jesus!— Jesus is mine — My precious 
offering — My Sacrifice — I thank Thee, O Jesus! — It is good 
to be here with Jesus — Near Jesus, etc. 5 cts. each 


Jesus Pleads for My Love 


Contents: Poor Jesus !— Jesus seeks a shelter — The Divine 
beggar — And I do not think of it !— Hidden life in the Holy 
Eucharist — Why distrust Jesus, etc. 5 cts. each 


Jesus Loves MMe 
Contents: Love of Jesus on our altars — Jesus loves me — My 
wonderful book — The Chalice — Nearer to Thee, O my God — 
Looking with love — Paradise, etc. 5 cts. each 


Jesus One with Me 


Contents: Take and eat — O salutaris Hostia ! — Communicate 
even if your soul is sad and disturbed — Jesus one with me — 
How can I repay Thee! — Prayers, etc. 5 cts. each ; 


The above four booklets form a series of affectionate conversations with our 
Eucharistic Lord. A young man writes: “The series of bogklets contain the most 
beautiful reading! I do not believe anyone could read these wonderful little 
books and ill remain cold and indifferent towards Jesus Eucharistic.” A Good 
Shepherd nun says: “We are so charmed with them, we are sending for more.” 


Words of Our Lord to Sister Benigna Consolata 

Manifestations from the all-merciful Heart of Jesus which hold 
the interest, inflame the heart and carry with them a message of 
encouragement and consolation. A Lay-Brother writes: “I am 
highly pleased with this booklet which certainly is deserving of 
the widest circulation. What one gathers from ascetic books 
with much labor is here contained in a nut shell. Without doubt, 
the contents are a work of Divine Providence and an effusion of 
the love and mercy of God towards man.” 10 cents each 


More Precious than Diamonds 
Some of the subjects treated: The human heart; the love of God 
is the highest virtue; the love. of God for man; value of sanctify- 
ing grace. From New York : “‘I read in this inspiring book every 
day, and I feel richer than if I had discovered a material gold 
mine.” 10 cents each 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
Learn from this booklet how to aid the poor souls: they in turn 
will obtain many graces for you. From Nebraska: “‘I never 
had it made so plain to me what we can do to help the suffering 
souls, till I read it.” 3 for 1o cents 


Tudwigenced Prayers and Aspirations 
Contains explanations of indulgences and numerous short indul- 
genced prayers. Make use of these treasures of grace for your 
own benefit and for the relief of the suffering souls. 5 cents each 


BENEDICTINE OONVENT OF PERPETUAL ADORATION, OLYDE, MISSOURI 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


This prayer-book for children is daily winning favor. Parents and teachers 
who have seen this prayer-book declare it is the best they have ever found for 
children. The little ones themselves are delighted with the simple, beautiful 
prayers. One teacher writes that her little pupils are so attracted by its “sweet 
language” and “lovely thoughts,” that they take the book out at recess. 


A priest of a Cathedral Parish writes: “‘In a recent order 
for booklets, I requested several copies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children.’ I was so charmed with the beautiful make-up and 
the appealing devotions of this little prayer-book for children that I 
wish you to send me roo more immediately. It is the first real 
children’s prayer-book that I have yet discovered.”’ 


A teacher: ‘‘I have always tried to instil into the hearts of my pupils 
a love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but | never found a suitable 
book to place in their hands which would attract them to visit our Lord in 
the Tabernacle during the day. At length I have the long-looked-for book 
in ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children.’ The greatest pleasure | can 
give the little ones for being good is to let them make a visit and speak to 
Jesus in the sweet words of the Visits of this prayer-book.’’ 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is a complete prayer-book. It is 
printed in clear, large type on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate 
pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, clear explanation of 
each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual 
prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Cloth binding, 25 cents. 





There has not appeared a more handsome picture of 
our Holy Father Pope Pius XI, than the artistic picture 
we offer. It is on superior quality paper in deep brown 
photo-tone. 

From Canada: ““You cannot know how much I appreciated the 
beautiful reproduction of our present Pope. It is a work most fitting 
for a beautiful frame. One seldom sees harmony in color. In its 
details and in every way it is a splendid picture.” 





Father Paul of Moll 


Contains a sketch of the life of this wonder-worker of the 19th 
century. Recounts some of his striking and prophetic sayings and 
inspiring letters. From California: “‘It is very elevating with all those 
wonders he performed through God’s omnipotence and mercy.”” New 
York: “It is so very interesting and instructive.” Price $2.00 





Washington, D. @. “Kindly send me another set of twenty copies of Back 
Numbers of Cabernacle and Purgatory. | was much pleased with the group | 
received, very consoling to read and very beautiful artistic pictures.” 


Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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